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By Harry Harris 

Th9 Tribune 

Pr©matiire twin boys bom in a 
bathroom to an East Oakland 
woman on a three-day cocaine 
binge were found dead after she 
chose to continue freebasing 
rather than seek medical care, 
police said yesterday. 

Investigators said the woman 
told them the first baby stayed 
“alive, kicking and squealing” 
for at least two hours on the 
bathroom floor while the second 
baby apparently was stillberft>^ 
The woman, Deborahfetewart^ 


36, was arrested yesterday for 
investigation of two counts of 
murder. She was booked in ab- 
stentia since she remains in a 
local hospital in stable condition. 

The dead infants were not dis¬ 
covered until about 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday after Stewart told a 
paramedic what happened while 
on her way to the hospital for 
treatment of bleeding. 

She was about five months 
pregnant, police said. The first 
baby weighed just over a pound 
and the second weighed 13 


ounces. 


nd dead; cog 


The births, which the woman 
laid occurred within four hours 
each other Thursday, are 
ragic examples of what police 
ind health officials say is a 
[rowing problem — cocaine ba- 
lies. 

As many as five cocaine-ad- 
iicted babies are born each 
eeek to Oakland parents, police 
laid. 

The problem is so great in 
Jameda County that county of- 
icials have set aside 60 hospital 
(eds for the fragile infants of 
Irug-addicted mothers. 


Sgt. C.D. Williams said Stew¬ 
art said she was aware of the t 
potential danger to the unborn 
children from using cocaine but 1 
told him “when you’re smoking 
cocaine your reasoning goes out 
the window.” 

She said she thought if she just 
used “a little bit” of cocaine “it 
wouldn't hurt” the unborn in¬ 
fants, Williams said. 

Stewart allegedly told police 
she has been smoking cocaine off 
and on for several years but re- 
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. found out Stewart was pregnant 

told police. She said she has been 
reeling more and more “isolat- 
eo, alone and abandoned,” Wil¬ 
liams said. 

her doc- 

tor to take a leave from her $2,- 
OOG-a-month job as a word 
I processing supervisor at a San 
Francisco law firm last month 

chSdhfrth^^® pregnancy and 
dfftfcult t® he 

Stewart told po- 

with ^'"^hing cocaine 

with a male friend about 6pm 


Sartme^nt" 

a m about 2 

Stewart's wa- 
tw broke, which caused her to 
become concerned, “but not con¬ 
cerned enough to stop smoking.” 
She smoked cocaine until 
when she 

told the friend to leave so she 
could pick up her $341 county 
assistance check. ^ 

Using some of the money to 
buy more cocaine, Stewart ren* 

. to her apartment 

Wednesday afternoon where shi ' 
resumed freebasing, Willian^ 
said. ^ 

About 11 a.m. Thursday, Wil] 
liams said. Stewart thought sh( 
had to use the bathroom, id 
stead, she delivered the firs] 
baby. i 


cafh^il, * k seeking medi- 

cal help, she left the baby on the 

tile floor and returned to her 

5,®*f'«“tosmokesom®mor?” 

Williams said. 

Kok’’® hear the 

baby in the bathroom for at least 
two hours but did not go back to 

thJ^hfik sounds from 

the bathroom stopped. 

About four hours later feelini? 

delivered^tha ®*»® 

ueiivered the second babv Wil. 
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more cocaine — that she called 
fhn..«k'l \'"hulance when she 

WilKat'ld™ 

< 3 * 2 '^*'®'! ambulance arrived 
Stewart met paramedics outside 

twfns and n ^ a® pregnant with 
twins and needed medical atten¬ 
tion because she was bleeding 
It was not until she was en 

oaMmad^® hospital that she told 
^ wm®^*®® ®hout the babies. 

A J^^"*ris said the cause of 

bee?***® has not 

been determined pending final 

CouSV®^“'** Allmeda 
County Coroner s Office. 

taiT^^ woman remained hospi- 

CoSn-®^ Alameda 

County District Attorney will de- 
ci^de what charges, if any. will be 
filed against her. •>' > « "i oe 
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^ pital. “There are cocaine-abuse 

I babies in every hospital in the 

I city. But it’s something that gets 

# downplayed.” 

1 

^ The newborns are often ad- 

^ dieted to cocaine and require 
medical observation to ensure 
they do not suffer from drug 
withdrawal. 

Many cocaine babies suffer 
from respiratory problems and 
may have long-term develop¬ 
mental problems although there 
are no conclusive studies yet on 
the subject. 

Deborah Stewart, who told po¬ 
lice she smoked cocaine before 
delivering two baby boys on 
Thursday, was arrested by Oak¬ 
land police for investigation of 
murder. 
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Police said she did not tell 
anyone about the dead infants 
until after she was on her way to 
the hospital for treatment of 
heavy bleeding. 

Stewart, 36, told investigators 
she was about five months preg¬ 
nant and had been freebasing co¬ 
caine for two days straight when 
she delivered the babies in the 
bathroom of her apartment. 

One of the babies cried for a 
couple of hours and the other one 
was stillborn, police said. 

Proving that cocaine caused 
the babies’ death will be very 
difficult, Wong said. 

The twins — weighing 1 
pound, 3 ounces and 13 ounces — 
were probably too small to sur¬ 
vive under any circumstances, 
he said. 

“Even if there were a survival 


^ team on site, the chances of sur- 
; vival for them were slim at 
best,” he said. “The drug may 
r have led to premature labor. But 
was there a direct relationship 
^•between the drug and the death? 

I There is no way to say.” 

I Dr. Rick Fulroth, former chief 
jof the Highland General Hospi¬ 
tal nursery, said that smoking 
cocaine during pregnancy is 
'very damaging to the fetus. 

“Research has shown that 
whenever a mother smokes co¬ 
caine it cuts the blood flow from 
the mother to the baby,” Fulroth 
said. “That means the baby is 
robbed of oxygen and food when- 
iever she smokes.” 

During labor a baby is under¬ 
going pressure from contrac¬ 
tions of the uterus, a process that 
also reduces the flow of blood to 
the baby, Fulroth said. Smoking 
cocaine during labor will further 
reduce the supply of oxygen to 
the baby, he said. 

A baby undergoing such stress 
can secrete its fecal matter in 
the womb. If it swallows fecal 
matter — known as meconium 
— the baby can develop a 
“chemical pneumonia,” he said. 

Ten out of every 100 babies 
born in San Francisco General 
i Hospital have been exposed to 
/ cocaine, according to Wong. 
' That hospital delivers an aver¬ 
age of 200 babies a month. 

At Highland General Hospital 
in Oakland, 15 or 16 out of every 
100 babies born are exposed to 


cocaine, Fulroth said. The coun¬ 
ty hospital delivers between 170 
and 200 babies monthly. 

Carol Gates, spokeswoman for 
Kaiser Permanente Hospital in 
Oakland, said that private hospi¬ 
tals also are seeing a rise in co¬ 
caine-exposed babies. 

About 2 percent of Kaiser Per- 
manente’s 250 deliveries each 
month are exposed to cocaine. 

“Two years ago we had none,” 
she said. 

Alta Bates-Herrick Hospital 
spokesman Carl Smith could of¬ 
fer no statistics on deliveries at 
his hospital, although he con¬ 
curred with Gates. 

“We do know at a gut level 
that it’s on the rise,” he said. 











Cocaine mom faces 
two murder counts 
in twins’ deaths 


Odklandpolice to investigate other 

drugs suspected 

The Tribune 


An Oakland woman whose 
premature twin boys died after 
she chose to continue freebasing 
cocaine rather than seek medi¬ 
cal care was formally charged 
yesterday with two counts of 
murder. 

While those charges were 
being filed by the Alameda 

^ I nuntTy a 4-f ^— . —»_ . 

fice, Oakland police said they 
will be taking a closer look at all 
infant deaths where drug abuse 
is suspected and will seek crimi¬ 
nal charges against parents if 
appropriate. 

Homicide Lt. Jim Hahn said 
yesterday such deaths will be 
more closely reviewed because 
of the “alarming increase” in in¬ 
fants being born to addicted par¬ 
ents. 

He said “if there is even a hint 
of drug abuse” involved in a 
baby s death, homicide investi¬ 
gators will take a critical look at 
the case “and whenever possible 
seek murder or manslaughter 
charges.” 

The woman charged y^ter- 
day, 36-year-old Debora h^t^w- , 
will not be arraigned until 
doctors say she is physically 
able, authorities said. She re¬ 
mains in the jail ward at High¬ 
land General Hospital. 

She declined to be interviewed 
last night and referred inquiries 
to her attorney, John Burris. He 


‘She was engaging in a 

course of conduct she 
was fully cognizant 
could cause not only 
premature birth 
death of her children.' 

—Aaron Payne. 


could not be reached for com- 
ment last night. 

Stewart was arrested Friday 
at Merritt Hospital, the day af¬ 
ter giving birth to the premature 
twins in the bathroom of her 
East Oakland apartment. 

Police found the dead infants 
about 8:30 p.m. Thursday after 
being notified by a paramedic 
who had taken Stewart to the 
hospital. 

Sgt. C.D. Williams, who inter¬ 
viewed Stewart Thursday night, 
said she told him she had been 
freebasing (smoking) cocaine 
since Tuesday evening. She said 
she had been using cocaine off 
and on for several years, investi¬ 
gators said. 

She said she gave birth to the 
first baby about 11 a.m Thurs- 

See DEATHS Page C-2 
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Attorney questions mu 


S;^iS."*'*THU FEB 181988 

A teary-eyed, grieving woman ac¬ 
cused of causing the deaths of her new¬ 
born, premature twin boys because of 
her cocaine use was arraigned in her 
hospital room on two counts of murder 
yesterday while her lawyer challenged 
the “legitimacy of the charges.*' 

John BurrisrwhojT^presents 36-year- 
old Deborah vStewart,) said she never 
meant to harm the infants and said the 
doctors he has spoken to doubted wheth¬ 
er the infants would have lived even if 
they had received Immediate medical 
attention. 


Immediate medical hel 

Stewart’s arraignment was contin¬ 
ued until next Wednesday, when Burris 
said she will enter a plea and ask that 
bail be set. 

It is expected that Stewart will be 
physcially able to appear in Oakland 
Municipal Court. Meanwhile, she re¬ 
mains in the jail ward at Highland 
General Hospital. 

Stewart is charged with murder in 
the deaths of her twin sons who were 
born four hours apart last Thursday in 


the pregnancy she had not used IF 


rder charge! 

would not have saved twi 

the bathroom of Stewart's East Oakland 
apartment. Stewart, who was five 
‘months pregnant, allegedly told police ^ 
Lshe had been freebasing cocaine almost | 
continuously since Tuesday night, and | 
rather than care for the newborn infants I 
she continued to smoke the drug. 

Police and the District Attorney’s ^ 
Office said Stewart knew her use of the ; 
drug could cause the death of the in- '■ 
fants. That, and the fact that she failed j 
to seek immediate medical care for i 
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By Harry Harris 

fh9 Tribune 

Friends of a woman charged 
with causing the deaths of hey 
prematurely born twin sons 
thrjc^ugh her cocaine abuse said it 
took the tragedy to get an an¬ 
swer to the woman’s cries for 
help. ^-- 

Deborah fStewarj ) 36, was in 
Oakland Municipal Court yester¬ 
day for a bail hearing and to en¬ 
ter a plea to two counts of mui*'^ 
der, but the unusual case was 
continued until today because 
her attorney was at another 
trial. 

Stewart arrivedU^ court from 1 
the Highland GeneralHpspital [ 
jail ward, app^rinfTired and 
withdrawn, bo^^anaging a 
smile and wave ^ family mem¬ 
bers and friends, j 

Outside coij^ friends said 
Stewart had b^ depressed and 
had sought h^lp for her drug 
abuse long before the twins were 
born Feb. 11 on the bathroom 
floor of her East Oakland apart¬ 
ment. 

Police have said that rather 
than seek medical care for the 
newborn babies, Stewart contin¬ 
ued to freebase cocaine as she 
had been doing for the two days 
before the births. 

Stewart’s attorney, John Bur¬ 
ris, has said that the babies, born 
four months premature, had vir- 
I tually no chance at life even if 
his client had called for medical 


After the incident, Bay Area 
doctors said the number of ba¬ 
bies born to cocaine-abusing 
women has been growing astro¬ 
nomically, and physicians at 
Alameda County’s Highland 
Hospital said a '’cocaine baby” is 
born there every day on the av¬ 
erage. Oakland police an¬ 
nounced they intend to arrest 
mothers who harm their chil¬ 
dren through drug use. 

Yesterday, the Rev. Cheryl 
Ward of Brookins AME Baptist 
Church said Stewart is still 
“emotionally distraught” and re- 

1 


help. 


Oman’s 'cry for help’ 


morseful, and “hopes she’ll get 
some treatment” for her drug 
'abuse rather than go to jail. 

Gina Burr, who said she has 
[known and worked with Stewart 
for the last 10 years, said she has 
^'continually cried out for help” 
#or her drug problem. But she 
113(1 not been successful in get- 
ng any help. 

Burr said that Stewart told 
her she “felt so alone” and would 
spend her days sitting in a chair 
l^taring out the window. 

I She said when Stewart learned 
iahe was pregnant five months 


ago she was overjoyed, telling 
friends “now I have something to 
live for.” 

Ward said Stewart is asking 
that her family and friends pray 
for her and “pull for her and give 
her some help.” 

Both Ward and Burr said 
Stewart would never deliberate¬ 
ly harm her children and hopes 
that someday her “reputation 
will be cleaned up.” 

But Burr also said that Stew¬ 
art realizes she “is going to have 
to live with this for the rest of 
her life.” 











By Harry Harris 
The Tribune 

An Oakland woman charged 
with causing the deaths of her 
prematurely born twin sons be¬ 
cause of her cocaine abuse was 
freed on ?7,500 bail yesterday 
and checked into a drug treat¬ 
ment program_ 

Deborah ( ^tewart ) 36, volun- 
tanTy cTieckM into the program 
as a condition established by 
Judge Horace Wheately of Oak¬ 
land Municipal Court for setting 
what is an extremely low bail 
for someone charged with two 
counts of murder. 

Stewart, who also entered an 
innocent plea yesterday, is 
scheduled to appear in court for 
a preliminary examination on 
April 12. A pre-trial hearing is 
set for March 23. 

Stewart’s attorney, John Bur¬ 
ris, had sought a $5,000 bail 
while Deputy District Attorney 
Eileen McAndrew asked for a 
$10,000 bail. 


rged in clcaine 
wins free on bail 


Burris told Wheately that 
upon her release from Highland 
General Hospital, Stewart would 
be checking into Gladman Me- 
^morial Hospital, a private treat- 
orient center for people with 
drug dependency problems. 

In arguing for a low bail, Bur¬ 
ris said Stewart had no previous 
criminal history and had strong 
family ties to the community 
which would not make her a 
/‘flight risk.” 

McAndrew agreed Stewart 
was probably not a flight risk 
but wanted a higher bail because 
of the ‘‘seriousness of the 
charges” and because of the in¬ 
volvement of drugs in the case. 

Wheatley agreed the charges 
were serious but said it “makes 
a lot of sense” for Stewart to get 
into a treatment program as 
soon as possible and set the bail 
with the condition she do so. 

After the court appearance 
Burris said the treatment pro¬ 
gram would last for three weeks 


ind would be paid for by Stew- 
irt’s insurance company. 

He said one part of the treat- 
lent would deal with Stewart’s 
^‘chemical dependency.” Anoth¬ 
er portion would be of a psychi- 
tric nature to “deal with her 
epression and come to grips 
With the issues surrounding the 
case itself.” 

He said Stewart is still very 
distraught and suffers “mood 
swings.” He said Stewart did not 
want to go to Santa Rita jail 
where she was “very frightful 
and fearful” about possible re¬ 
taliation from other inmates. 

Stewart is charged with caus-| 
ing the deaths of her two children ' 
Who were born four hours apart 
on Feb. 11 on the bathroom floor 
of her East Oakland apartment. 
Police said that rather than seek 
medical treatment for the ba¬ 
bies, Stewart continued to free- 
^base (smoke) cocaine as she had 
[been doing for the two days prior 
to the births. 

















Coroner: Premature twin died of c 


e,T«,yunic SAT MAR 26 1383 

Tribune 

> The Alameda County coroner reported 
yjesterday that one of the twin boys born 
prematurely to an Oakland woman while she 
was on a three-day drug binge died of co¬ 
caine intoxi cation. 

DeborahfStewarfl has been charged with 
murder in connection with the deaths of her 
twins, born Feb. 11 while she was smoking 
cocaine in an East Oakland apartment. Stew¬ 
art, a word processing supervisor for a San 
Francisco law firm, was about five months 
pregnant at the time. 

Police said she continued to smoke co¬ 


caine after the births, not seeking medical 
help until she was unable to stop her own 
bleeding about nine hours later. 

She met the ambulance on the street in 
front of the building and did not tell a para¬ 
medic about the infants until they were en 
route to the hospital. 

Dr. Paul W. Herrmann, who performed 
the autopsy on the infant, reported the cause 
of death as “perinatal neglect and cocaine 
intoxication of live-born premature male in¬ 
fant.” 

The baby weighed 18 ounces. 

The coroner’s report on the second child 


bcaine overdose 

if is not yet completed. 

\ Stewart’s attorney, John Burris, said he 
) was “not surprised that cocaine was found in 
f the infant. It corroborates my opinion that 
I the mother ingested a huge amount of the 
’drug.” 

But “it does not change my overall view 
of the case,” Burris said, contending that 
“the fetuses were not viable” under the law. 

Stewart has pleaded innocent to two 
counts of murder. 

1 She was freed on $7,500 bail March 2 to 
' enter a drug rehabilitation program. A pre- 
' liminary hearing is scheduled May 4. 
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, jJS;he Alameda County District 
AittdrneyIs Office yesterday dis¬ 
missed one count of murder 
d’g^inst an Oakland woman 
whose newborn twin sons died as 
a'^sult of her alleged cocaine 
^^se. 

- jiffhe, motion. tQ dismiss one of 
two murder rharges filed 
aaainst DeborahiStewartjwas 
made at the start or her prelimi- 
nary examination In Oakland 
jitthicipal Court. 

■peputy District Attorney Ei- 
l(l¥n McArtdrew told Judge 
J^Hgirie’Parrilli that since the 
s^QAd twin' was stillborn, her 
oifiice cannot , prosecute Stewart 
Qrt the second murder couni- 
MCAndrew explained to a re¬ 
port^ later that the penal code 
states murder does not apply to 
ah^onfe'^ho aids or consents to 


or mother in 


an act that results in the death of 
a fetus. 

The prosecution contends 
Stewart voluntarily ingested 
caine during her pregnancy, an)d 
that constitutes a form of coiji- 
sent, she said. 

Stewart, 36, gave birth to i\ e 
twins within four hours of oi b 
another Feb. 11 in the bathroo fi 
of her East Oakland apartmer 
According to police, she fre 
based cocaine rather than se 
medical care for the first twl 
who, she reportedly told invesn- 
gators, she could hear cryi| 
and wriggling on the bathro 
floor. 1 

The second twin she left 
wrapped in a towel in the toilet, 
according to police. ' 

The bodies of the infants w^e 
not discovered until after Stew¬ 
art called paramedics beoaQse 
she was bleeding severely. 


ath of infant 


I In opening testimony yester- 
ay, pathologist Dr. Paul 
[errmann said the cause of 
bath of the first-born twin was 
berinatal neglect and cocaine 
Itoxication and the fact the 
bild was quite premature.'* 

I Herrmann said during the au- 
jpsy he found evidence of air- 
ition in the infant's lungs, indi¬ 
cating that he had been able to 
bjeathe for some time. 

> jHerrmann said laboratory 
tists found 1.14 micrograms of 
(Jcaine in the infant's liver, ‘'a 
datively high amount." 
fee also testified a premature- 
iflborn child *'needs all the help 
iBcan get to survive," particu- 
l#ly "specialized care at a hos- 
pjlal,” and said cocaine use has 
b^n known to cause premature 
bi^hs. 

'tinder cross-examination by 
defense attorney John Burris, 
Herrmann said he could not tell 
for sure how long the baby actu¬ 
ally breathed nor could he tell 


exactly how many weeks of ges¬ 
tation had taken place. 

Burris and his co-counsel, Mi¬ 
chael Nisperos, contend the fetus 
was not yet viable. 

They are also arguing that po¬ 
lice discovered the dead infants 
as a result of an illegal search of 
Stewart's apartment. Further, 
they contend statements Stewart 
made to police in which she al¬ 
legedly admitted her involve-, 
ment in the infants' deaths were 
not voluntary. | 

McAndrew has said police en¬ 
tered Stewart's apartment with¬ 
out a warrant. 

But Officer Jimmy O'Guinn 
testified that after he heard from 
paramedics who had been treat¬ 
ing Stewart that there were two 
infants, he and other officers en¬ 
tered her home because “I 
couldn’t take the chance there 
was not a live baby in that apart¬ 
ment." 

The preliminary examination 
is expected to continue until at 
least Friday. 











Mom who let baby die during co\e binge to face mm 


By Harry Harris 

Th0 Tribune 


FRI JUN171988 

An Oakland woman accused of al¬ 
lowing her newborn son to die while she 
used cocaine will be tried on a murder 
charge, after she declined a negotiated 
plea offered by the Alameda County 
District Att^neyXOffice. 

aborahfetewai^ yesterday was or¬ 
dered to appeaFTor arraignment June 
30 in superior court. 

Depending on the outcome of pretri¬ 


al motions, Stewart might still make a 
negotiated plea, said her attorney, John 
Burris. 

“In any case you always leave the 
door open for resolution,** he said. 

The order for Stewart to stand trial 
for murder was made Tuesday by Oak¬ 
land Municipal Court Judge Joanne 
Parrilli. 

“Few cases present the horrors of 
cocaine use and the tragedies of its 
abuse,** the judge said. 


Parrilli made hei ^ling at the con¬ 
clusion of a prelim iary examination 


but continued the until yesterday 
to see if the pros 
icould resolve it with 


ition and defense 
ut going to trial. 


Neither prosecupr Eileen McAn- 
drew nor Burris wifiild say what the 
plea offer was. ♦ 

Stewart, a 36-yeif-old legal secre¬ 
tary, initially was barged with two 
counts of murder. Sh Mave birth to pre¬ 
mature twins withinitour hours of one 


another Feb. 11 in the bathroom of her 
East Oakland apartment. 

According to police and prosecutors, 
Stewart free-based cocaine rather than 
seek medical care for the firstborn, who 
could be heard crying while wriggling 
on the bathroom floor. 

The second twin was left wrapped in 
a towel in the toilet, police said. The 
bodies of the infants were not di^cov- 


See BABY, Page B-2 
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ered until Stewart, who was 
bleeding severely, called para¬ 
medics. 

The murder charge in the 
death of the second twin was 
dropped after it was determined 
that child was stillborn. 

Defense attorney John Burris 
argued that since the firstborn 
infant was at most 23 weeks 
along in the gestational phase 
and weighed just 19 ounces it 
could not be considered a viable 
fetus, especially if the ‘‘immatu¬ 
rity of its organs — the lungs 
and brain” are considered. 

He said that even “given the 
best of all possible circum¬ 
stances” including being “born 
I in a hospital with all the right 
I equipment,” the chances for the 
child's survival were less than 10 
percent and probably closer to 
“zero.” 

Burris also argued that Stew¬ 
art, because of her cocaine use, 
was not in the proper mental 
state of malice and intent to do 
harm needed to support a mur¬ 
der charge. 

McAndrew countered that 
Stewart “demonstrated she had 
rational abilities and she was 
using them,” particularly by 
meeting paramedics outside the 
apartment rather than letting 


them iirio find the infants* 
bodies. 

McAndrew said it was “uncon¬ 
tested that the (first) infant 
breathed and was alive and was 
capable of surviving outside the 
uterus and did survive.” 

She said Stewart was “aware 
that the baby was in the bath¬ 
room crying and naked on the 
bathroom floor. In this case 
(Stewart) could have done some¬ 
thing for the baby if she wanted 
to. But she was too busy smoking 
cocaine to dial 911.” 

Parrilli said the evidence 
presented showed the first infant 
was born alive, and if Stewart 
had called for help immediately 
“the baby might have lived.” 

She disagreed with Burris' 
contention that since the infant 
probably would not have lived it 
should not be considered a homi¬ 
cide. 

The infant, Parrilli said, 
^'should have been given the op¬ 
portunity to be a miracle child.” 
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ft February of last year, the story, of the 
crack^addict mother who delivered premature 
twins in East Oakland and waited several hours 
to cdll for help — both babies died — shocked 
many people here. 

J^pecially dispaaying^ were reports that the 
motherj^ Deborah $tewaryhad resumed a cocaine 
binge^beiween ih6 tWO births. 

SjBIwart is accused of murdering the twins, 
ancKnight at 8 on KQED’s ‘"Express’" she tell^ 
herSffipry of crack addiction to KQED producer 
Ak^flWuchanan in an exclusive interview. 

JBBwart, once a pert, pretty high-school girl 
whjp^anted to be a model, tells her sad tale toj 
BuJKnan, one of allowing drugs to drive her to a| 
lifefSF poverty, prostitution and despair. 

jKQED agreed not to air Stewart’s comments] 
about any of the events connected with the mui 
deFj charge — she was scheduled to appear iu 
court today — so perhaps the most compelUi | 
paift of her story is missing. ^ 

[Stewart appears to realize how badly she § 
bottlij&d up her life, and in her vow never to dil 
anV^ugs one hears more than a tinge of wish! ^ I 
thial&g. I 

Bijt if Stewart’s tragic story makes just oni 
exp^ant mother steer clear of crack, tonight# 
shojiv can be viewed as a valuable public servicer 


4 
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Drug-addict mom ad 

By »Vi7/jin§y ^ ^ ^^39 


Th0 Tribune 

An Oakland woman yesterday 
pleaded guilty to involuntary 
manslaughter for the death of 
one of her newborn twins while 
she was under the influence of 

cocaine. —_^ 

Deborah (Stewart J 36. entered 
the plea before Alameda County 
Superior Court Judge Stanley 
Golde. 

The judge continued the case 
until March 16, when he will re¬ 
ceive a report from the proba¬ 
tion department. 

After receiving the report, 
Golde said he will send Stewart 
to the state Institution for Wom¬ 
en at Frontera for a 90-day diag¬ 
nostic study and a sentencing 


recommendation. 

Stewart’s lawyer, John Burris, 
said the sentence could range 
from probation to four years in 
state prison. 

Police said Stewart had been 
free-basing cocaine for two days 
when she gave birth to prema¬ 
ture twin sons in her East Oak¬ 
land home on Feb. 11,1988. 

After the first child was bom 
about 11 a.m., Stewart left him 
writhing and crying on the bath¬ 
room floor while she continued 
to use cocaine, police said. 

She gave birth four hours later 
to the second, stillborn child and 
left him wrapped in a towel in 
the bathroom. 

Stewart finally called an am¬ 
bulance for herself about 8 p.m. 




ts guilt in son’s death 


_jcause of heavy bleeding, but 
did not mention the infants until 
she was on her way to a hospital. 

Burris said yesterday that 
Stewart is participating in a 
drug program and hasn’t used 


drugs since her arrest. _ T 

He said she has been working 
at various places in the Bay 
Area as a word processor pend¬ 
ing the outcome of her case. 











Evaluation ordered for cocaine-binge mother 

- ^ ^ t _ 1 I fiii- in nnnnAPfinri With 


Bv Will Jones C D 1 W1A R 1 7 1989 Stewart, 36, who had been free 
VJllZ FR I NIAK i ^ ,7 500 bail, was token into 

custody in the courtroom by the 


A judge yesterday sent an 
Oakland woman whose newborn 
twins died while she was on a 
cocaine binge to a state prison 
facility for evaluation before she 
is sentenced for involuntary 
manslaughter. 

Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Stanley Golde or¬ 
dered nobnrflh Ktewan> to the 
state Institution for Women at 
Frontera for a 90-day diagnostic 
study and a recommendation for 
a sentence. 


Sheriff’s Department. 

The study will determine 
whether Stewart is a candidate 
for probation in Alameda County 
or if she should be sent to state 
prison, according to her attor¬ 
ney, John Burris. 

Golde will sentence Stewart 
after receiving the results of the 
evaluation. She faces a sentence 
ranging from probation to four 
years in state prison. 

Stewart pleaded guilty in Jan¬ 
uary to involuntary manslaugh¬ 


ter in connection with the death 
of one of her premature twins on 
Feb. 11, 1988. 

She originally was charged 
with both deaths, but the District 
Attorney’s Office dropped one 
charge because the second in¬ 
fant was stillborn. 

Stewart had been free-basing 
cocaine for two days, according 
to police, when the twins were 
bom in her East Oakland home. 

One died when he was left un¬ 
attended on the bathroom floor 
while Stewart continued to use 
cocaine. The other was stillborn 
four hours later. 








Mother 


charged in 

int 



The Associated Press 

ROCKFORD, Ill.-The moth¬ 
er of an infant whose death was 
linked to cocaine abuse during 
pregnancy has been charged 
with involuntary manslaughter 
and the prosecutor defended his 
action yesterday against grow- 
mg criticism. 


n office re- 

tlect the concern, sometimes the 
outrage, of this community that 
children are born ... at risk 
both at birth and for many 
Winnebago County 
State s Attorney Paul Logli. 

But medical and social serv- 
ices officials said the charge 
could backfire and prevent co¬ 
caine-abusing mothers-to-be 
from seeking help. 


Similar case in Oakland 


A similar case involving an 
Oakland woman prece-*-" • 


involuti-* 

tary manslaughter last January 
IS currently undergoing a diag¬ 
nostic study for a recommenda¬ 
tion for sentencing in June. 

Stewart, 36, was charged with 
P''e"™ature 
f She had 

been free-basing cocaine for two 

the twins were born 
in ner home. 


A Alameda County District 
charee^^ Office dropped one 


Dr. Ira J. Chasnoff at North- 
western University Medical 
Schiwl, who has directed studies 
on the effects of prenatal co¬ 
caine use, said of the Chicago 
case, ‘It’s the incorrect ap¬ 
proach. You want to develop an 
atmosphere where they know 
they can come into the health¬ 
care system and not be penal¬ 
ized. A punitive approach is not 
going to benefit the children ” 





Punitive approach 


“If the procedure becomes 
common enough, it could very 
well drive these cocaine-abusing 
mothers underground,” said 
spokesman Dave Schneidman of 
the state Department of Chil¬ 
dren and Family Services. He 
noted that the state had 1,233 
cocaine babi^ m 198 8, 90 per- 
cci/ oT uf’ fnt'm in Took Louniy, 
which includes Chicago. 

Logli said there had been 27 
'cocaine-exposed infants since 
last summer in Rockford, Illi¬ 
nois’ second-largest city with 
about 150,000 people. That is up 
from nine the previous year. 

He filed the involuntary man¬ 
slaughter charge yesterday 
against Melanie Green, 24, later 
released on $3,500 bond. An au- 
tc^sy found that her baby, Bian¬ 
ca, died two days after birth Feb. 
2 of oxygen deprivation linked to 
cocaine exposure late in the 
pregnancy. 

Green, who does not yet have 
an attorney, also was charged 
with delivery of a controlled sub¬ 
stance to a minor, Logli said. 

Involuntary manslaughter is a 
f^ony punishable by two to five 
years in prison. The prosecutor 
said Green could face a 14-year 
maximum penalty if she is con¬ 
victed of the drug charge. Ar¬ 
raignment is scheduled May 31, 
Logli said. 




Crack mom 
gratefuL-- 
to judge 
for chance 

By Bill Snyder 

The Tribune _ 

Deborah^tewai^ a former 
fashion model accus^ of allow¬ 
ing her just-born twins to die 
while on a crack binge, yester¬ 
day said she wants to have more 
children and thanked the judge 
who sentenced her to probation 
instead of prison.iJN 

“In spite of it ml,^e judge 
and my attc^rney jgflrve nie a 
chance — a rtew l^se on life,” 
said Stewart,^MShrose children 
died 16 months ago in the bath¬ 
room of her Onk^nd apartment. 

Stewart waiHnterviewed the 
day after Judge Stanley Golde of 
the Alameda County Superior 
Court placed her on five years 
probation for involuntary man¬ 
slaughter. 

“Let’s put it where it is,” 
Golde told the 37-year-old wom¬ 
an on Wednesday. “Your use of 
cocaine contributed to the un¬ 
timely births and resulting 
deaths of your children.” 



Deborah Stewart 

New lease on life 


The judge said he was follow¬ 
ing the recommendation of the 
state Department of Correc¬ 
tions, but added: “I’m holding 
my breath.” 

And he warned Stewart that if 
she slips once, “you’re headed 
for three years in state prison.” 

According to court records, 
Stewart went on a two-day crack 
binge during the 22nd week of 
her pregnancy. 

She had smoked $400 worth of 
crack on Feb. 11, 1988, and then 


went into labor. 

Her first premature son was 
born in the bathroom, and she 
left him “wrigglingjind ^uirm- 
ing on the floor” while she tele¬ 
phone a crack dealer for more 


See CRACK. 
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I K^uuiiuutHi trom t'age A-i 
drugs,” authorities said. 

She delivered the second boy 
four hours later, but he was still¬ 
born. 

Stewart then began to bleed 
heavily and called for an am¬ 
bulance. She didn’t tell anyone of 
the births until she was on her 
way to the hospital, court 
records state. 

Stewart now disputes that sto¬ 
ry, much of it based on state¬ 
ments made to paramedics and 
police immediately after the 
births and subsequent surgery. 

She said she was in shock from 
heavy loss of blood and may 
have been hallucinating. 

Nonetheless, Stewart said, “I 
take responsibility for what hap¬ 
pened.” She then added “it 
wasn’t 100 percent my fault.” 

Does she feel guilty? “Yes. 
The guilt I feel inside of me no 
institution or media or correc¬ 
tional facililty could ever ex¬ 
ceed.” 

Stewart, who worked as a 
fashion model in New York and 
a legal secretary in the Bay 
said sbe ^as>. 

pietely free of drugs and alcohol 
since the death of her sons de¬ 
spite 20 years of nearly daily use 
of cocaine. 

‘Tve been called a role mod¬ 
el,” she said with obvious pride 

neth Burr argued for a prison 
sentence, saying in a written re¬ 
port: “The thing that concerns 
me the most is that she has dem-» 
onstrated that when her best in¬ 
terest requires it (i.e. when her 
neck is on the line) she can con¬ 
trol her conduct. 

*‘Ms. Stewart had no difficulty 
removing the baby from her 
body and severing the umbilical 
cord ... but could not lift a fin¬ 
ger to dial 911 to get life-saving 
help for that helpless newborn, 
she simply let it die. 

“Ms. Stewart seems to have 
spent much of her life trying to 
avoid responsibiliity for her con¬ 
duct and seems to be continuing 
in that vein now,” Burr wrote. 
Stewart originally was charged 
with two counts of murder, but 
one count was dropped after it 
was determined that the second 
infant was stillborn. 

She pleaded guilty earlier this 
year in a negotiated settlement 
to one count of involuntary man¬ 
slaughter. 




Ponslists ssybios in justice s 
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By Robert J. Lopez fUj 

77 m Tribune ^ 
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SAN FRANCISCO — As cities 
in the Bay Area and across the 
nation battle the scourge of 
crack cocaine, black communi¬ 
ties are being decimated be¬ 
cause the criminal justice sys¬ 
tem punishes minorities in dis¬ 
proportionate numbers. 

The result — according to po¬ 
lice officers, ministers, attor¬ 
neys, educators and others who 
gathered here for a national 
crack summit — is that thou¬ 
sands of young men and women 
end up behind bars with felony 
records, killing any hope they 
have to re-enter mainstream so¬ 
ciety successfully. 

“In essence, the criminal ju^ 
tice system has failed,’’ said 
Oakland attorney John Burns, 
one of the panel membere who 
addressed some 500 people Fn 
day night at a town meeting at 
Glide Memorial United Method 
ist Church. 

“When you criminalize a large 
of the 

l^’for the rest of f^eir Uv^ 
Burris said. “It is quite pamful to 
me to see all these black people 

knowing that 
have a chance.” 

The panel discussion, a KQ 
social report that was br<»d 
S Uve on public television 
was held in eonjunetion with 

church-sponsored con^renc 

^°Some of the issues addled 
during the conference included. 

»The need to channel more 

resources into education^nd 
prevention 

dela House m Oakland, the ^ 
ega Boys Hub in San Francisco 
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to look for 
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Former crack 
addict Deborah 
Stewart: ‘There 
was no support 
system. I had to 
do it on my own 
and I’m proud 
of myself.’ 


and the BAD (Boston Against 

eSoni as models^ 
worthv of emul^n 







and the BAD (Boston Against 
Drugs) program on the East 
Coast were mentioned as models 
worthy of emuUrtion. — ^ ■ 

■ The growing number of in¬ 
fants born addicted to cocaine. 

At Highland CJeneral Hospital in 
Oakland alone, doctors treated 
over 400 babies in 1989 whose 
mothers smoked crack during 
pregnancy. SimUar figures were 
reported at hospitals around the 
country. 

■ The need to mobilize a con¬ 
certed effort, reminiscent of the 
civil rights movement of the 
1960s, to overcome the ravages 
of drug abuse. The chun* and 
the family would play pivotal 
roles, those at the conference 
said. 

At Friday’s town meeting, 
speakers said a disproportionate 
number of African Americans 
and Hispanics end up behind 
bars. 

One of four black men in their 
20s is either in prison, in jail or 
on parole or probation. In con¬ 
trast, only one out of every 17 
white men fall into the same cat¬ 
egories. 

Consequently, panelists said, 
black people and other minori¬ 
ties end up with prison records 
and are unable to find work, cre¬ 
ating a permanent underclass 
with little pr no hope for ad- 

“If we could do one thing to 
stop the crack epidemic, it would 
be to purge people’s drug 
records,” said panelist Julianne 
Malveaux, an economist and vis¬ 
iting professor at the University 
of California at Berkeley. 

One reason why people of col¬ 
or are singled out, according to 
Berkeley police Lt. Reginald 
Lyles, is that they represent the 
disenfranchised strata of society 
and are often the most visible 
targets. 

“The system itself is brutal on 
people of color,” said Lyles, an 
Oakland native and chairman of 
the Oakland crack task force. 

“If you want to stop the drug 
problem,” he added, “give people 
options.” 

Some of those options could in¬ 
volve such support programs as 
the nationally acclaimed Mande¬ 
la House in Oakland. Mandela 
founder Minnie Thomas said the 
18-month program prepares re¬ 
covering mothers to rejoin socie¬ 
ty. 

The need for such help was un¬ 
derscored in the moving testi¬ 
monial of an Oakland woman ac- 







Idict^ face double Irouble 


justice systm inhibits recovery of African hnerican crack users 


cused of allowin 
twins to die whi] 
crack binge. 

“You’re preserj 
fear and fnistratf 
to turn,” sai( 

Her twin boys 
in February 198| 
floor after she 
to look for cracl 


; her just-born 
she was on a 


d with a lot of 
m and nuad^ere 
gtewa^ . 
e found 
on a bathroom 
ndoned them 


“There was nJ 
I had to do it (si 


ipport system, 
fp using crack) 


Hr 


on my own and I’m proud of my¬ 
self,” she said to a spirited round 
of applause from the audience. 

In a bleak assessment of the 
situation, Dr. Rick Fulroth of 
Highland Hospital told of a grow¬ 
ing number of infants born ad¬ 
dicted to cocaine. In 1989, he 
said. Highland doctors treated 
437 such babies. 

“These kids are our only hope 
for the future,” said Fulroth. 

During the conference, panel 


ists and members of the audi¬ 
ence called for an all-out effort, 
similar to the battle for civil 
rights, to pull black America 
from the grip of drug abuse. 
LThey called for spiritual rea- 
F wakening as well as a return to 
^ traditional family values. 

“We have a long way to go,” 
said the Rev. Cecil Williams, 
f pastor of Glide Church. “But we 
' can do it with the right education 
and direction.” 







